Smith’s Bulrush
Schoenoplectiella smithii

Description

Smith’s Bulrush is an annual herb with a soft, three-sided stem that may
grow to 1.5 feet in height (0.5 meters), but is usually much smaller. The
leaves, which may be absent, are mostly clustered at the base of the stem,
linear in shape, entire on the margin, and variable in length. The flowers,
appearing from July to September, are individually only 1 to 2 mm
length, being aggregated in stalkless clusters that are attached at a single
point on the middle to upper portion of the stem, and are overtopped by a
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mm in length, and lack the subtending bristles found in Schoenoplectus
purshianus, which is a more common, similar-looking species.

Distribution & Habitat

Smith’s Bulrush has a range in northeastern North America and the
Great Lakes states. In Pennsylvania, it has been documented
historically in scattered locations, particularly in the southeastern
counties along the Delaware River and in the northwestern counties.
Smith’s Bulrush grows in intertidal marshes, mudflats, and on shorelines.
The populations in intertidal marshes are subjected to daily cycles of
exposure and inundation.
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North American State/Province Conservation Status
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State Status & Conservation

The PA Biological Survey (PABS) has assigned Smith’s Bulrush a rarity status of Endangered, based on the relatively
few populations that have been confirmed, the usually small population sizes, limited state range, and specialized
habitat. The known populations have threats from exotic species, dredging and filling, and water pollution.

NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5? — Globally Secure; S1 — Critically Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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